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SINN FÉIN 

ELECTION MANIFESTO 

WESTMINSTER ELECTIONS, 1955 

 

In the Election of 1918 the Irish People, by an overwhelming majority repudiated the claims 

of England and her parliament to rule them and they established the Irish Republic which 

was proclaimed in arms in 1916. The Republican Government and State then established 

were later overthrown by England and the nation was partitioned into two statelets. The 

cardinal objective of the Irish People is the restoration of the Republic thus unlawfully 

subverted. 

The resurgent confidence of Irish men and women in their own strength and ability to 

achieve the full freedom of their country and the right of its citizens to live in peace, 

prosperity and happiness has enabled Sinn Féin to contest all 12 seats in this Election and 

give an opportunity to our people in the Six Counties to vote for Ireland, separate and free. 

Sinn Féin candidates are pledged to sit only in a republican Parliament for all Ireland. Apart 

altogether from the futility of the procedure, sending representatives to an alien legislature 

is in effect attempting to give it semblance of authority to legislate for and govern the 

people of North-East Ulster. Sinn Féin candidates seek the votes of the electorate and the 

support of the Irish people as the representatives of the Republican Movement now on the 

onward march towards achievement of the National ideal — the enthronement of the 

Sovereign Irish Republic. 

The winning of seats in these elections will not be regarded by Sinn Féin as an end in itself, 

nor will the results, whatever they be, effect in any way the determination of Republicans to 

forge ahead towards their objective. Neither will the number of votes recorded for the 

Republican candidates be looked upon as something in the nature of a plebiscite affecting in 

any way the right of Ireland to full and complete freedom. That right is inalienable and non-

judicable and must never be put in issue through referendum of a section of population nor 

of the people of the country at large. Through the medium of the election machinery, Sinn 

Féin aims at providing an opportunity for the electorate, in all constituencies, and for the 

people of the country to renew their allegiance to Ireland, and by their support of the 

Republican candidates demonstrate to England and to the world the right of an ancient and 

historic nation to its complete and absolute freedom and independence. 
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Sinn Féin has been charged with disruptionist tactics. The aim of Sinn Féin today as always is 

to secure unity of thought, purpose and deed in the achievement of separate nationhood. 

Bigotry, persecution and sectarianism have no place in the Sinn Féin programme. 

Republican policy has ever been to secure civil and religious freedom for the Irish Nation 

and the individual citizens. 

Ireland and all its resources belongs to the Irish people. Sinn Féin will, with the consent of 

the Irish people, organise and develop the resources of the nation for the benefit of its 

citizens irrespective of class or creed. The continued occupation of Ireland by England makes 

such development impossible, since England has succeeded in making effective in Ireland 

the Imperial dictum of “Divide and Conquer” thereby impoverishing not only the Irish 

people but the material resources of the country as well. 

Sinn Féin appeals to all Irishmen to forget all past dissension’s and to demonstrate by their 

support of the Sinn Féin candidates their opposition to English occupation and their 

determination to achieve National Independence. 

Published by Sinn Féin Northern Election Committee, Divis Street, Belfast and printed by the 
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